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From the Editor

T
here’s nothing quite like summer’s bounty. There is always so 
much going on, so many opportunities to get out and 
experience life. That’s probably why, when we are cooped up 

inside during January and February, we pine for the sweet days of 
July. 

In Wyandotte, we anticipate summer even more than most 
places, probably because we’ve got the wonderful Detroit River 
and Great Lakes at our doorstep. In my book, nothing quite says 
summer like boating and swimming, or just taking a stroll in 
Bishop Park to take in another beautiful sunrise as it emerges 
above the horizon and lights up the surface of the river. 

Of course, summer also means there is always something going 
on in town, especially in our flourishing downtown, which 
continues to attract new businesses. Our downtown definitely gets 
a little more crowded in the summer months, especially during the 
Wyandotte Street Art Fair, which always takes place the second 
week of July. 

And speaking of the Street Art Fair, I’m sure by now you will 
have noticed our publication has a little different look this issue. 
That’s because we have partnered with the City of Wyandotte to 
bring you the official souvenir guide for the 2016 Street Art Fair, 
which takes place July 13-16. The guide includes a list of all the 
exceptional vendors that will be showing off their wares at this 
year’s festival, plus schedules, maps and everything else you need 
to know about this highly anticipated community event that is one 
of the largest and best attended fairs in the state.

What I love about the Street Art Fair is that it brings generations 
of Wyandotte residents together year after year. Not only does it 
feature lots of great art, music, food and street performers (and so 
much more), but, at its heart,  it is also a celebration of Wyandotte 
– and summer. 

Hopefully you’re like me and have the Street Art Fair marked 
down on your calendar. I know my calendar is filling up fast – it 
seems like summer just started, but I think I’m booked up for 
every weekend until fall. You gotta love summer!

Kurt Kuban is editor of Wyandotte Today. He welcomes your 
feedback and story ideas at kkuban@communitypublishing.com.

Sweet, Sweet Summertime
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From the Superintendent

I
n Wyandotte, we know sending a child 
to kindergarten is a big deal. Some 
little ones are ready, but others are not 

quite there yet.
When my own 

triplets were born 
in September and 
when they were 
four turning five, I 
knew they could 
have benefitted 
from another year 
of pre-school. 
Despite the 
exorbitant costs, I 
held them back a 
year and kept 
them in preschool so they could be better 
prepared socially, academically and 
emotionally.

What if there was a free alternative to 
parents? What if a school district could 
make the choice easier?  

I am proud to announce Young 5’s - a 
new program at Wyandotte Public 
Schools. This program is perfect for those 

students who need a little more time 
before entering kindergarten or have 
September through December birthdays. 

It will begin this fall, and is 
open to residents as well as 
School of Choice (out of 
district) families.

Our Young 5’s program will 
be housed in one of our 
elementary schools and 
taught by a certified 
Wyandotte Public Schools 
teacher, who is knowledgeable 
in the curriculum of 
preschool and kindergarten.  
Young 5’s will prepare 
students in literacy, phonics, 

math and social skills so they are ready 
the following year to successfully take the 
next step to kindergarten.

Young 5’s students will also participate 
in physical education, music and art. 
They will attend school-wide assemblies 
and be invited to school events. This is a 
full-day program, so Young 5’s will have 
lunch in the cafeteria and of course, 

enjoy recess.
A screening process will be used to 

identify students who can benefit from 
Young 5’s. If an eligible child is identified 
as a good fit, parents have the option to 
choose Young 5’s or kindergarten or 
preschool. The Young 5’s program will be 
free, so parents won’t have to face any 
financial hardships as a result.

I had to make a tough decision with 
my children approaching kindergarten. 
Wyandotte Public Schools now provides 
parents with another option. I look 
forward to meeting you and your Young 
5! Come see us soon as our programs are 
reaching capacity quickly.

For more information or to register 
your child, please contact Ms. Chris 
Hensley at (734) 759-
6002 or henslec@
wy.k12.mi.us.

Catherine Cost is the 
superintendent of 
Wyandotte Public 
Schools. 

Coming This Fall
New Young 5’s program gets students ready for kindergar ten

4    WYANDOTTE TODAY





T
he Wyandotte Farmers Market is back in 
action for another exciting season of 
shopping and entertainment. 

Each week on Thursday, the corner of First 
and Elm streets is transformed into a pop-up 
farm market when our vendors roll into 
town.  It’s wonderful to see this vacant, grassy 
lot transformed into a bustling, active outdoor 
space where people sit to eat lunch, kids run 
around on the grass and patrons walk the 
streets with their arms full of fresh produce. 

The Wyandotte Farmers Market hosts many 
special events for families and children who 
visit the market. Animal petting zoos, live 
music, cooking demonstrations, food tastings 
and physical activity or exercise workshops are 
just a few of the wonderful happenings at the 
market throughout the year.

 One of the highlights of the Wyandotte 
Farmers Market is the Power of Produce 
Program (POP), a nationally recognized 
children’s program started at the Oregon City 
Farmers Market in 2011. The program 
empowers kids to make healthy eating choices, 
educating them about healthy food choices and 
about where their food comes from.

Farmers Market features more than just great produce
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Power of Produce enrollment is free to children ages 4 to 12. 
Children who register in POP receive tokens which can only be 
redeemed by the kids enrolled and only for fresh produce each 
week. Enrollment for this program began on Thursday, June 2. 

The Power of Produce Program is funded by the following 
organizations: Henry Ford Wyandotte Hospital, Total Health 
Foods, Daly-
Merritt Inc., 
Raymond 
James: Cini 
Wealth 
Management, 
The Guidance 
Center, 
Mathewson 
Concessions, 
Mayor Joseph 
Peterson, Gee 
& Missler 
Heating and 
Air Conditioning, Wyandotte Rotary, KSP Insurance, Wyandotte 
Sunrise Kiwanis, White Furniture, Chelsea Menswear and 
Willow Tree Women’s Fashion. The Market is continually 
looking for sponsors for this important nutrition program. More 
information may be found on the Market website at www.
wyandottefarmersmarket.com. 

As a result of this program, we have successfully partnered 
with Henry Ford Wyandotte Hospital’s Generation with Promise 
to bring produce tastings and challenges for kids to the market.  

 Our market accepts Bridge (EBT/SNAP) and credit cards 
which may be processed at the Market Manager tent each week.  
The market also participates in the Double-Up Food Bucks 
Program for those with EBT/SNAP benefits.  

The market is open from noon-6:30 p.m. on Thursdays each 
week through Oct. 20. A complete list of market events and 
more information about programming, volunteering or 
becoming a vendor at the Wyandotte Farmers Market may be 
found at www.wyandottefarmersmarket.com. You can also call 
(734) 720-1447, email marketmanager@wyan.org or follow the 
Wyandotte Farmers Market on Facebook, Twitter and 
Pinterest. The Wyandotte Downtown Development Authority 
sponsors the Farmers Market.

When Noon-6:30 p.m., Thursday through Oct. 20
Where At the corner of Elm Street and First Street

More info Visit www.wyandottefarmersmarket.com 
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WBA Member Spotlight
Wyandotte Family Church building bridges in the community

T
he Wyandotte Family 
Church logo features an 
image of a large oak tree 

spreading its branches out in 
all directions. It is an 
appropriate symbol for the 
church, because of its mission 
of reaching out to all people 
regardless of their current 
status with organized 
religion. 

In fact, the church has 
made it its mission to attract 
people who have drifted 
away from the church for 
whatever reason with a low-
key approach that stresses 
“Faith, Family, Fun,” which is 
their motto. 

“We try to strip away the 
preconceived notions people 
have about church. We want 
to make church relevant to 
people,” said Lead Pastor 
Jeremy Gyorke, who founded 
the church in 2010 with his 
wife, Julie, who acts as youth 
pastor. 

Wyandotte Family Church 
has peeled away some of the 
strict traditions associated 
with church. For example, 
when you enter the 13,000 
square foot facility located on 
Ford Avenue, it doesn’t 

exactly feel “churchy” – it is 
more like a social club. They 
also refer to their services as 
“gatherings” which take place 
inside an auditorium that 
seats more than 200 people 
and has a stage where Gyorke 
gives his sermons, but only 

after about 15-20 minutes of 
music with guitars, drums 
and lots of singing. They also 
use social media to get out the 
message.

“We work hard so when 
people come to church they 
feel right at home, so they can 
connect with what’s going 
on,” Gyorke said.

From its humble 
beginnings, the church has 
grown by leaps and bounds. 

“When we 
started, 
there were 

six of us,” said Gyorke, a 
Wyandotte resident. 

Now, their weekly 
gatherings average more than 
200 people. That is one of the 
main reasons the church will 
be adding a second weekly 
“gathering” this fall. 
Beginning on Sept. 11, they 
will have services at 9 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. Sunday mornings. 
Gyorke credits the church’s 
dedicated pastoral staff and 

ministry leaders for helping 
make their dream and vision a 
reality.

One of the main ways the 
church draws new people is 
being active in the Wyandotte 
community. They typically 
have booths at events like the 
Street Art Fair and Third 
Fridays.

“We are very thankful to be 
a part of this wonderful 
community and are thankful 
for all of the people that have 
welcomed us and worked 
with us," Gyroke said.

Wyandotte Family Church
Lead Pastor: Jeremy Gyorke
Two Gatherings: Beginning Sept. 11, there will be two 
weekly Sunday services – at 9 a.m. and  11 a.m.

Address: 1165 Ford Avenue, Wyandotte
Phone: (734) 288-8039
Website: www.wyandottefamily.com; www.facebook.com/WyandotteFamily

Lead Pastor Jeremy Gyorke (left) co-founded Wyandotte Family 
Church in 2010. The church uses a non-traditional approach, which 
includes plenty of modern music (above).





A D V E R T O R I A L  M E S S A G E

Don’t Let Foot/Leg Pain
“Lay You Up”

New Treatment eases pain that interferes 
with your sleep, ability to walk

Burning, Tingling, Pins and Needles of feet or legs doesn’t 

have to mean you will be limited to a couch, walker or 

wheelchair afraid of even putting your feet on the � oor, 

according to Rajeev Mittal PT, DPT, physical therapist 

and president at Wyandotte Physical Therapy Associates. 

Mittal, a Doctor of Physical Therapy from University of St. 

Augustine, Florida, is also certi� ed in Manual Therapy, a 

specialized hands-on approach to target joint and muscle pain 

for amazing results

“We have personally seen hundreds of patients who have 

responded to this innovative therapy program. Many of them 

had tried several different traditional approaches to get help 

with pain before trying our program,” said Mittal, who has 22 

years of clinical experience and specializes in joint, muscle 

and nerve pain, including back, neck, shoulder and knee pain.

Eleven peer-reviewed studies involving more than 4,000 

patients have been published using this comprehensive 

therapy intervention which includes a new form of infrared 

photo energy that helps increase circulation and reduce pain.

How does it work? Dr. Tom Burke, a retired professor from 

the University of Colorado, explains the infrared light locally 

releases a molecule called nitric oxide.  The Nobel Prize in 

1998 was awarded for the discovery of the effects of nitric 

oxide on blood vessels. 

According to Mittal, the patients say it best.   He recalled 

a letter from a woman, who had brought her mother in for 

treatment. “I just want to thank you. My mother has suffered 

from painful circulatory problems in her legs and feet for 

years. Nothing we’ve tried has made a difference until now. 

Since she started this program, she has been able to � nally 

get some sleep at night and is not afraid of walking anymore. 

Its amazing how this program gave her the relief and her 

mobility back”.

For more information on how to receive 

this amazing therapy program for yourself 

or someone you know, call Wyandotte 

Physical Therapy Associates today at (734) 

284-9533 (Wyandotte Of� ce) or (734) 362-

8200 (Woodhaven Of� ce). You can also 

visit wypta.com. 



City Clerk’s office has many tasks beyond runn ing elections

By Lawrence S. Stec

Office of Records

T
he City Clerk’s office is the repository 
of all records, documents, and 
minutes of all city commissions, and 

the City Council. All births within the 
city are filed with the City Clerk, as well 
as all deaths that occur within the city 
limits. In addition all competitive bids for 
work to be performed by the city are 
received and handled by the clerk’s 
office.

In addition, the Clerk’s office if also 
responsible for:

 Keeping of the Official Seal of the 
City of Wyandotte

 Registering voters
 Maintaining and updating the voter 

registration files
 Running all elections held within 

the city
 Placing all election inspectors for 

elections in the city
 Verifying petition signatures on all 

petitions filed with the city

 Maintaining files of all 
contracts the city enters 
into

 Issuing all licenses to 
businesses which require 
licensing

 Attending and keeping 
the minutes of all City 
Council meetings

 Preparing the official 
resolutions as passed by 
the City Council

 Serving as the secretary of the City 
of Wyandotte Retirement system

 Answering all non-police related 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
requests 

 Publishing all mandatory legal 
notices in recognized publications

 Serving on the Board of Review (city 
tax tribunal)

 Filing all oaths taken by employees, 
appointees, commissioners and 
elected officials

 Filing all conflict of interest 
disclosure statements for all of the 
above mentioned

One of the most important roles the 
Clerk’s office performs is running all 
elections in the city. To do so effectively, 
we rely upon a team of election workers. 
The Clerk’s office will have upcoming 
election day employment opportunities 
for those interested in working as 
election inspectors. There is a 
downloadable application available at the 
State of Michigan website WWW.
michigan.gov/electioninspector. Simply 
download this document and return it to 
our office at City Hall for consideration.  

To qualify as an election worker you 
must meet the following criteria:

 Be at least 16 years of age.
 If you are 18, you must be a 

registered voter.

 You must attend the mandatory 
training session held by our office.

 You must have no felony or election 
fraud convictions.

IMPORTANT DATES
There are a number of important dates 

to remember for the remainder of 2016. 
Please mark your calendar:

 July 5 – Last day to register to vote 
in the Aug. 2 Primary Election.

 July 30 (until 2 p.m.) – Last day to 
request an absentee ballot for the 
State Primary Election by mail.

 Aug. 1 (until 4 p.m.) Last chance to 
vote by absentee ballot in person.

 Aug. 2 – State Primary Election
 Oct. 11 – Last day to register to vote 

in the Nov. 8 General Election.
 Nov. 5 (until 2 p.m.) – Last day to 

request an absentee ballot for the 
November General Election by mail.

 Nov. 7 (until 4 p.m.) – Last chance 
to vote by absentee ballot in person.

 Nov. 8 – National General Election
For more information about the Clerk’s 

office, please call our 
office at (734) 324-
4560, or e-mail us at 
clerk@wyan.org.  

Lawrence S. Stec is 
the Wyandotte City 
Clerk. 

The Wyandotte Clerk's office staff includes Susan Schultz (from left), 
Beth Lekity and Madison Lipinski.

Susan Schultz of the 
Clerk's office holds a copy 
of the August Primary 
Election ballot.
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